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INTRODUCTION

In the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing a

civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their name to
the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word "Iran" was derived
from "Ayryana Vaejo," which means "the origin of the Aryans." These people
were semi-nomads whose descendants were the Medes and the Persians. The
Medes founded the first Iranian nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later
destroyed by Cyrus the Great. He established what became one of the largest
empires of the ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran
was referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich. Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it invited
attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the west, from
Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to foreign
domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood these invasions.
The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in some ways they
became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decided to
modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh source of wealth
was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another invasion. The West,
particularly Great Britain, wielded a strong influence on the Iranian economy.
During the Second World War, the British, Soviets, and Americans asked Reza
Shah to ally himself with them against Germany. But Reza Shah, who
sympathized with the Germans, declared Iran a neutral zone. So the Allies
invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah was sent into exile and was succeeded by
his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.

In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, nationalized the
oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo on all exports
of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British intelligence,
organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown and the Shah, who
had earlier escaped from the country, returned to power. The Shah stayed on
the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian who
has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image is far from
the truth. This is why writing Persepolis was so important to me. I believe that
an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings of a few extremists. I
also don't want those Iranians who lost their lives in prisons defending
freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suffered under various



repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their families and flee their
homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.
Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002



<3 THE VEIL

THIS 15 ME WHEN | WAS 40 AMD THIS IS & CLASS PHOTO, I'M SITTRIG 0N THE FAR LEFT S0
YEARS OLD. THIS WAS IH 4250, YU BOW'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GILHMAZE, MAHSHID,
MKTH.E.‘, PRI S,

I 4934 4 REVOLUTION TODN PLACE. IT Was - THEM CAME 4350: THE YEAR IT BECAME
LATER CALLEDR *THE ISLAMIL REWVOLUTION™ GBLIGATORY TO WEAR THE WEIL aT SCHIOL.

WEAR THES |

OOH! 'sh THE
MAONSTER OF




AND ALSD BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4939, WHERE BOYS AMD GELS WERE TOGETHER.,

WE WERE N A FREMCH HGH—FLELIGN}LI‘{ SCHOOL.,

THEY ARE S MBOLS
OF CAPTTALISM.
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THIS ks CALLED A
“EULTUR AL REVOLUTION

&l ThaT
WS THAT ...




I EVERWVWWHERE IM THE STREETS THERE WERE PEMIMSTRATIOMS FOR, AND AGAMST THE WEIL, ]
£

| WAS REALLY PROUD OF HEE. HER PHOTOD wWaS

AT OME OF THE DEMOMSTRATIONG, & GERMAM
PUSLISHED IM ALL THE EURDFEAN MEWSFAPFERS,

JOURMALIST TOMK & PHOTG OF My MUOTHER

AND EVEM 1N ONE MAGAZIME N IRAM.
MY MOTHER Wah REALY SCARED.




NB: This section is
a flashback about
demonstrations
against the Shah
that happened
BEFORE the

Revolution in 1979.

Many of the leftist
opponents of the
Islamic Revolution
had also been
opponents of the
Shah, who was
especially ruthless
in putting down
opposition.

MY PAREMTS DEMONSTEATED EVERY DAY, -ll_

DOWN WITH
THEKING!
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THINGS STARTED TO DEGENERATE.
THE ARpay SHIT AT THEM.
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AFTER PMARCHING AMD THEODWING STOMES ALL DAY, BY EVEMIMG
THEY HAD ACHES ALl OVER, EVEM IM THEIR HEADRS.

HEY MOM, DAT, ;ﬁﬁ DARLING, WE ]I|l-__

LET"S PLay

MUOMCROLY,

MONOPILY! | CAN'T
BELIEVE IT. HA! HA
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ARE TIRED S A




COME SIT 0N MY LAF.
el TRY TO EXFLAN
I 70w,

GO00, EXPLAM EVERN-
THIMG, I GOING T0 BED,

AS FOR ME, | LOVE THE KNG,
HE "WAS CHOSEN BY 40D, P

-
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§ Ty, Al
GO0 BID T h
o e T,
THE KM, OUR. SCHIOLBOOK. THAT'S WHAT THEY SAY,
X\ 7
Ll G

CHOOSE
N\
b,

Y
W

THE TRUTH IS THAT §0 YEARS AGD THE FATHER OF THE SHAH, WHO WAS & SOLMER, DRGAMIZED A
PUTSLH TO CVERTHREOW THE EMPERDR AMD IMSTALL & REFUBLIC,

IF IT 15 &GOS waLl,
WE WILL REACH ThHE

CAPTTAL I 49 DS,
AME EVEM IF

HE ISH'T, WHAT
CAM STOP LS




AT THE TIME THE REFUBLICAN DEAL WAS PIFPULAR IN THE REGIOMN BUT EVERYBODY INTERPRETED IT

I HIS O wiases

GAMDHI IM INEIA

THE HIMDUS
AND THE MUSLIMS
MUST MakE PEACE
TO IWERTHEOW
THE BRITISH.

ATATUEK I TURKEY

WE, THE TURKS,
ARE SECULAR
WESTERMERS.,

FOR. PROOF, LOOK AT

P GREEM EVES.

S0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAH BUT HE WASH'T L MOR WAS HE 2
WAMTED TO DD THE SAME. ECUCATED LIKE GAMDHI, LEADER OF MEM
WHD WAS A LAWYER,,, LIKE ATATURK, WHI

WAS A GEMERAL,

HE WAS AN ILLITERATE LOW-RANKIMNG
CFFICER.,

A BLESSIMG FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BRITIGH WHI S00M
LEARMED OF HIS PROTECTS,

AMND THE BILSHEVIKS f
ARE MEAR,

WHAT S THAT <0L-
DHERS BAME AGAINT




EMPERDR, PEF

BUT OF COURSE,
MY FRIEMD, TS
MUCH BETTER THAM
BEinG PRESIDENT,

WELL REZA, SHI- WHEN Y0U ARE EMPERDR
wing vOUR BooTs? B WIUR SECRETARY OF STATE
' ! WILL SHIME THEM FOR YOU.
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_ Y04 WILL HAVE
15 aH EMPERIR! EVERY THING.

| WAHT T0 CREATE POWER, SHOE AND EVEN MORE.,
A REPUBLIC. ; SHIMERS ... AN THIMG 0
WAHT 14 CAEH!

THE RELIMGIOUS LEADERS

ARE AGAINST IT AND THEYRE
RIGHT, A VasST COUNTRY LIKE

YWOURS HMEEDS A HOLY SYMMEDL,

BNE THAT'S |
HOW HE BE -
CAME KIMG AHD
HATURALLY HiS
50N SUCCEERED
HiM. GOD HAS
HOTHING
WHATSOEVER
T DO WITH
THIS STIEY.

WOU TUST
GIVE VS THE
0L AN WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE REST.




NB: This
section
returns to
the post
revolutionary
period

in the 1980s

MO TIME, THE WAY PEOFLE DRESSED BECAME aH
IDECLOGICAL. SiaM. THERE WERE TWQ KIMBS OF WOMEM,

THERE WERE ALSD TWw0 SORTS OF AEN.

THE FUMBAMEMT ALIST
WlMAN

THE MIDERM WOMAN

SOU SHIED YOUE, PPSITION
TO THE BEGIME BY LETTIHG A
Flw STRAMDS OF HalR SHIW.

THE FUMDAMEMTALIST
MaAM

ST

BLAED
Hatrdiloly

THE FROGEESSIVE MuaM

HAVED,

waTH G T
SATTHILIT TUChED
AL T ACHE L

ESLAM 15 MORRE DR, LESS
Al IHST SHANMNG .

IT WWASH™T OMLY THE GINERMMENT THAT (HANGED, DRDIMARY FEOPLE

BUT LET'S BE FAIR. IF WiOMEN
FACED PRISON WwWislh THEY
REFUSED TO WEAR THE VERL,
IT WAS ALS0 FORBIDDEM FOR
MEM T WEAR HECKTIES
(THAT DREADED S¥ABOL OF
THE WEST ) aMD IF WOMEN"S
HAIR GOT MEM EXCITED, THE
SAME THING COULD BE SalD OF
MEN'S BARE SRS AND 50,
WEAR MG SHOR T -SLEEVED

& SHIETS Was ALSD FORBIDDEN.

THERE.

WIAS A EIND
IF JUSTICE,
AFTER, ALL.

CHAMGED TGO,

LOOK AT HER! LAST
VEAR, SHE WG
WEARMG A MIMISEIRT,
CHIWIEG OFF HER BEEFY
THIGHS TO THE WHOLE

& CHADOR. IT SUITS
HER BETTER, | GUESS.

&% FOR, HER AREAMENTAUST HUSRARD: v
DRANS HIMSELF BaTD & STUFDE EVERY
RGHT, MW HE USES, MOUTTHWASH EWERY
TIME HE UTTEES THE WOREL “ALC0ML~

F AMYOHE ENER ASKS YOU
WHAT YOU DO DURING THE
DAY, SAY WU PRAY, YOU
UNBERST AND 7

AT FRST, IT WAS A UITTLE HARD,
BUT | LEARNED TO LIE QLICKLY.



NB: This section returns to
the post revolutionary period
in the 1980s


I SPITE OF EVERYTH MG, THE
SEIRIT OF RENOLUTION WAS STILL
Bl THE ABE. THERE WERE SOME
DEPOSITINN DEMOMSTRAT NS,

GOING TO BE &
MEET MG AGANST

| TOMOREI THERE'S
FUMDAMENT AL .

(Ho! 17°s ToO DangeROUS. )

SHE™S COMMG H
T00.

EIGHTS A% 4 WhMAN
RMGHT sl !

SHE SHOULD START
LEARMIMG T DEFEND HER

SINCE THE 4938 REVELUTICN, I'D
GROWAN DLDER, (WELL, A YEAR
OLDER] AND MM Hal CHAMGED,

S0 1 WEMT WITH THEM. | PASS
QUT FLYERS. ..

LS MUY GHOTT AMD KRIWESL MaY CAEVE,
BT W DR T AR, DL SILLY AR E !

o WHEH SURDESLY THIMGS GIT HASTY. ]

THE SCARF o2
A BEATING"

FOR. THE FIRST TIME M MY LIFE, |
SO VIBLENCE WITH MY DN EVES,

THAT Wik DU LAST DEAMOMESTRATION. l

oY% m
_;\}"i}.: Qﬂ,’f’,&f
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NB: In this section,
the main character
is several years
older. Her posters
and clothes were
gifts from her
parents, who
brought them back
from Istanbul
because they were
banned in Iran.

| BUT MY POSTERS UF (M MY RO0M,

o MDY A BESIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
JabkS0M BUTTON, AND OF COURSE, MY HE ADSCARF.

SO WHAT DO wOU THin ¥

FOR AN IRGNILON MITHER, MY
DA WAS VERY PERMISSIVE,
| DL KNEW Twil OR THEEE
OTHER SRLS wWHD LOULD &0
OUT ALDME AT THRTEENM.




FOR & YE&R MOW, THE FOOD SHOETAGE HAD BEEMN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET.
HOWENER, fHP‘Nd TAPES Was A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED. OM GAMDH AVEMUE 00 COULD FIND THE M

SOMETIMES
o JIKAEL MACKSON

ABBA, BEE GEES , WAZ00 , JUUD IGLESIAS,
ESTEVIE VoroER, L -.;.. -

VIBEDS, MUISIC,
CARDS, LIPSTICK,

JSWE'RE THE KIDS
1M AMERICA Qe

THEY WERE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE
WOMERS BRAMCH THIS GROUE HAD SEEM ADDED 1M
AT, TO ARREST WOMEM WHD WERE IMPROPERLY
WEILED. (LIKE ME, FUE EXAMPLE.)




THER, JOB WWAS TQ PUT 0% BACK
0M THE STRAMHT AMND HARROW
By EXPLAIMING THE DUTIES OF
MLRSLLAS WOMEN |

W S I LA THSE P G

THERE wWas 40 MTERMATNE,
| Hal TO LIE

IT wWlls DBVIOUS THAT SHE HAD
HO DEA WHAT FUNK WAaS

WEAR, THESE
BECAUSE 1 Pray
BASKETRALL .

AN YOU WEAR, ThES TACKET
FOR. Bacae TBALL T0O 77

WHAT DO | SEE HERE?
MICHAEL JACKSOM! THAT
S MBOL OF DECADENCE T

-
BACK THEM, MICHAEL JACKSOM
WD STILL BlACK.,

AEENT YO AGHAMED T WEAR,
TIGHT JEARS UME THEGEFF

{T.mr SHR. AN |1 }

THE GUARLAANS OF THE RENDLLITION,

G0 BM, GET M THE CAR
WERE TG U DOWA
T THE COMMITTES,

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HE OF




AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DIRHT HAVE TO INFIRAM My
PARENTS. THEY COULT DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, QR

FOR Do, | COLRD BE WHIFFED, IN SHOET, AMYTHIMNG
COLLD HAPPEN TD ME. IT WAL TIME FORE ACTICN .

[-I".'\-'\ SOREAY MATAMI FLL MEVER DD IT AGAM ..

FATAMA, MY PMOTHER S
BEAD. MY STEPMITHER
5 REALLY CRUEL AMD IF
| DON'T GO HOPAE RMGHT
LAY SHE'LL KILL ME...

SHE LL BUELM ME WITH
THE CSLOTHES IROH !

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETEMDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GD.

BALK HOME... l

THERE WAS MO Way | COULD TELL
THE TRLITH. SHE HEVEE WOLLD

HAME LET ME GO DUT ALOME ARAIN,

MARTD WHAT HAPFERED?

HANME qw %E“ CRYIMG ?' FIME: MY TAFES,

| GOT OFF PRETTY Lasy,
COMSIDER NG, THE GUARDIAME
OF THE REVOLUTION RIDN'T

% WE'RE THE KIDS IN
AMERICA WHIAD 47

MO MOS 1T TUST
TRED, I'M GOIMG TO
MY D0

T £R M5 D WA OF CALANING Bl |




