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1.6 Fundamentals

have reached one, that one accept it voluntarily, and that one
utter the two Testifications of Faith in their proper order
without separating them, using the word testify in each. One
must also know what is meant by them, and must acknowl-
edge all that is necessarily known to be of the' religion (def:
1.4) if one has denied any of it despite uttering them; and
one must state them unequivocally.

1.6 The meaning of true faith (iman) is that one believes in
Allah, His angels, His revealed books, His messengers, the
Last Day, and in destiny, its good and evil.

1.7 Religion (din) consists of three matters: doing what
Allah has commanded, avoiding what He has forbidden, and
accepting what He has destined (dis: 8.2).

1.8 The foundations of the religion are four: the Koran, the
sunna, scholarly consensus (ijma‘, (def: 8.3)), and analogy
(qiyas, (8.11.b(III))) from other established rulings, when
the latter two are recognized as binding by Islamic scholar-
ship. Whatever contravenes these four bases is l.)lamefworthy
innovation (bid‘a, def: 8.4), and its perpetrator is an innova-
tor who Muslims are obliged to avoid the company of and
rebuke.

The Sacred Law
1.9 The rulings of the Sacred Law are five: obligatory, rec-
ommended, unlawful, offensive, and permissible.

(1) The obligatory (wajib) is that whose performance is
rewarded (n: by Allah in the next life) and whose
nonperformance is punished.

(2) The recommended (mandub) is that whose perfor-
mance is rewarded, but whose nonperformance is not pun-
ished.

(3) The unlawful (haram) is that whose nonperformance is
rewarded and whose performance is punished.
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(4) The offensive (makruh) is that whose nonperformance
is rewarded but whose performance is not punished.

(5) The permissible (mubah) is that whose performance is
not rewarded and whose nonperformance is not punished.

1.10 Prescribed (fard), obligatory (wajib), mandatory
(muhattam), and required (lazim) all mean the same thing
(n: ie. (1) above), though the obligatory is distinguished
into two categories, the personally obligatory and the
communally obligatory.

(1) The personally obligatory (fard al-‘ayn) is required
from every morally responsible (def: 1.1) person individu-
ally, such that if someone performs it, the obligation of per-
forming it is not lifted from others, as with the prescribed
prayer (salat) or giving zakar.

(2) As for the communally obligatory (fard al-kifaya), it is
that which if some do, the obligation is lifted from the rest,
as with some member of a group returning a newcomer’s
greeting of “as-Salamu ‘alaykum,” or performing the funeral
prayer, memorizing the Koran, commanding the right and
forbidding the wrong when it is called for, or undertaking
beneficial occupations that society needs.

1.11 The terms sunna, recommended ( mandub), preferable
(mustahabb), meritorious (fadila), and desirable (muragh-
ghab fihi), all mean the same thing: that which the Prophet
(Allah bless him and give him peace) said, or did (aside
from what pertained to him alone (n: such as the night vigil
(tahajjud) prayer, which was obligatory only for him)), or
approved of in others, or accepted, or intended to do but did
not carry out, as with fasting on 9 Muharram.
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